	Date

	20100604

	Type

	UAW400


	Keywords

	Hot Water Heaters

	Instructions

	http://www.hotwateralways.com 



	1363
Article

1

2

3

Title

Hot water heaters and power consumption

More efficient hot water heaters

Lower consumption hot water heaters

Text

1363
1363
1363
There's nothing like coming home at the end of a long day at work and being able to relax and unwind in a hot bath. Our lives would be a lot less comfortable if our homes did not have modern devices like room heaters and hot water heaters to keep us and our surroundings warm as well as making cleaning easier.

Hot water is fantastic for relaxing in a bath or a shower or washing dishes, clothing etc. Just think how difficult it would be to keep your home clean and hygienic if you only had access to cold water. This luxury does come with a price though. Energy bills are a significant part of any households expenses and heating, especially of water, is a major contributor to this cost. 

We are all looking for ways to save money in these economic times so it stands to reason that any  method of reducing heating costs will be a welcome relief  to households suffering from high utility bills. 

One of the worst culprits in the home when it comes to energy bills are tank type water heaters (also referred to as geysers in some countries). These devices have to heat large quantities of water and keep it at a high temperature 24 hours a day so it will be available the few times a day someone needs it. 

Typically these devices are used to supply baths, showers and kitchens. All of these facilities are only used a few times a day yet we keep a reserve tank of hot water all day and all night just in case.  

A more modern and practical type of device is the tankless water heater. These only heat the water as it is required and are therefore much more efficient. Savings of up to 40% on the water heating component of an energy bill (8-10% overall) have been reported.

Another advantage to these devices is that they take up a lot less space because they don't contain a large tank. This is a bonus in smaller modern homes as well as allowing them to be fitted closer to the usage point of the hot water. This also saves energy and cost as the water has less chance to cool down while traveling through long lengths of piping, reducing overall hot water usage.

Tankless hot water heaters also have an environmental advantage. Since the energy used in the typical home comes mostly from fossil fuels, reducing your energy usage means less burning of fossil fuels. So while you are saving money you are also helping to save the planet at the same time.

Coming home to a hot bath or shower is a real pleasure at the end of a long hard day and something which helps us relax and unwind. Life would be a lot more uncomfortable if we didn't have room heaters and hot water heaters to heat our homes and supply us with a ready supply of hot water for cleaning purposes.

Aside from its relaxing properties it would be very hard to practice proper hygiene in your home without hot water. Just imagine what it would be like to have to wash all your clothes and dishes in cold water only. Not to mention how unpleasant bathing and showering would be. There is a price to be paid for this luxury however. Energy bills contribute a lot to the overall cost of running a home. A big portion of this utility bill comes from the cost of heating water. One way to reduce your costs is to look for a way to reduce the cost of heating your water. 


Tank type water heaters are one of the worst causes of high heating costs in many homes. These appliances heat up large amounts of water and maintain it at a high temperature for long periods of time just so it will be available at the times it is needed.

Usually this hot water is used in bathrooms (bath and shower) and kitchen areas. There areas are utilized only a few times each day in the average home but a large tankful of water is kept hot all day and all night in case its needed.

A better and more efficient appliance for this purpose is the tankless water heater. In these devices water is only heated as needed so the process is a lot more efficient. Some users report savings up to 40% on water heating, leading to a drop in the total energy bill of between 8 and 10%.

The fact that they require less space is another advantage of this type of water heater.  With no need for a large storage tank for water the device fits into a smaller area like a cupboard or under a counter.  A further saving is achieved because the heater can be fitter closer the the point at which the hot water is required. The hot water has less distance to travel and therefore has less chance to cool down, improving efficiency.

Because the energy consumed by an average home is mostly of fossil fuel origin, a reduction in usage caused by a more efficient hot water heater  also has a positive effect on the environment.

After a long day at work its a real pleasure to come home and be able to unwind and relax in nice hot shower or bath. Just think what life would be like if you had to come home to a cold bath every day. Our lives are improved a lot by modern appliances such as room heaters and hot water heaters that keep us and our homes warm.

Hot water is not only great for relaxing us but also plays a very important role in keeping our homes clean and hygienic. Having to keep clothing and dishes clean and sterile with only cold water is not a pleasant task. Having to take cold baths and showers would also be really unpleasant, especially in the winter. All this convenience comes with a price though. Energy costs make up a big chunk of the utility bill in most households. Heating of water is a big contributor to this energy consumption and finding ways to reduce it is a good way to save money every month.

One device that consumes a big share of the energy in the home is the traditional tank type water heater. Because they have to heat up large amounts of water and keep them hot for long periods of time these devices consume a lot of power.

Most hot water in the home is used in the bathroom, kitchen and laundry areas. A large tank full of water is kept hot twenty four hours a day, every day to serve these areas even though each is only used a few times daily.

There are better and more modern ways to supply the household with its hot water requirements than the old fashioned tank heater though. One of these it the tankless type of hot water heater that only supplies hot water on demand, i.e. as it is required. Some users have experiences savings of around 40% of the water heating bill. This typically leads to an overall energy bill reduction of 8 – 10%.

One more advantage to this type of heater is a smaller space requirement. Because they don't have a large and bulky water tank they can be fitted inside a cupboard or under a counter closer to the point of usage of the hot water. Because of this the water also cools less because it has a shorter distance to travel from the heater. This creates even more efficiency.

Not only do you save money with this type of more efficient appliance but the environment benefits too. The energy used to run appliances lice room heaters and hot water heaters is mostly of fossil fuel origin so reduced power requirements also means less pollution.
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